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Connect & Celebrate. January

Kicking Off the New Year Right

N

On January 13th we will
recognize all whom we've
welcomed in Baptism.

Faith Builders Sledding
party & luncheon will be a

Welcome BCICI{

fun way to kick off a new

|
January brings us back e

together as we return to 2
worship services at 9:00

a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Our

normcu' schedufe resumes

Celebrating Our Elders &

Envisioning the Year to

Come
on Wednesday, January
2nd & Sunday, January
6th.

January 27th will lead us
to one worship service @
9:30 a.m. which includes
a celebration of all of our

Celebrating Baptism 90+ years olds during

Thanl{ You Sponsors

lowed us to share the en-

Thank you to John &
Nancy Keating for their closed information with
kind sponsorship of this youl

edition of The Messenger.

Their generosity has al- If you would like to serve

er
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worship. The annual pan-
cake feed will be served
after worship in the Activi-
ty Room. Following all of
that, we'll hold the Annu-
al Meeting of the Con-
gregation in the Sanctu-

ary!

Join us in ringing in a

new year of minisi‘ry
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by sponsoring, please sign
up at The Welcome Cen-
ter or call the church of-
fice at 701-237-6770.
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Pastor’'s Page

It's 2019. A new year has begun.

It seems | often struggle with how to
greet people at the dawn of the
new year. Happy New Year, the
phrase we most often hear spo-

ken in church, on the street, or over
the phone, seems a bit too trite for
me. Trite | suppose because in

my calling as a pastor | often

hear about the varying levels of
pain and uncertainty people face. |
understand that some may wonder
whether or not fhey or a loved one
will live to see another new

year. Others may be facing uncer-
tainty in their jobs or relation-

ships. Chronic pain, addictions

or depression haunts many and
they struggle just to get going each
day let alone be happy. Regret and
grief are other conditions which con-
spire to steal happiness. So many
of us have lost a loved one and our
hearts are heavy. Life is not always
happy. It is often tough and

hard. In light of all the troubles

and sorrows we, our loved ones and
our neighbors have experienced,
what words can we find to greef
one another as 2019 begins?

How about this for a greeting;
"Blessings, peace and hope to

you this year"l Use the entire
phrase or break it down to fit the
person or the situation. | like

this approach to a greeting because
it contains all we truly need to get
by without assuming or imp’y-

ing unyfhr'ng other then genuine
concern. So let this letter be a heads
up to you. You will not be hearing
a hearty "Happy New Year" from
me. What you will hear is my wish
for you to experience blessings when
and where you need them. Also, for
you to have peace in your heart,
soul and mind. Finally, | pray that
no matter how bleak things may
seem, you will find a ray of hope

to help guide you through the dark-
ness and be reminded that you are
not alone.

January Worship Schedule

Beginning on January 6th, we'l
return to our regular Sunday

Worship Schedule of 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m. Education

Hour, and 11:00 a.m. Worship.

On Sunday, January 13th, we'll
recognize Q" Who have been bap-

tized in the past year.

On Sunday, January 27th we will
have just ONE worship service at

The Messenger

My
dearly -
beloved
flock. |

wish and pray for you a truly
blessed, peace filled and hope-

ful 2019. Hear the words of hope,
peace and blessing God spoke to
His chosen people centuries

ago. "Do not be afraid, for | have
redeemed you, | have called you by
name and you belong to me.....I will
be with you no matter what you
face...you are precious in my sight
and honored, and | love you.....I am
about to do a new fhr'ng, | will make

a way in the wilderness"! Isaiah

43.1,2,4,19

May 2019 be a year of blessings,
peace and hope to us all.

Pastor Matt

9:30 a.m. and will celebrate our
90+ year old church members, fol-
lowed by a pancake feed and our
Annual Meeting of the congrega-

tion! We will welcome 2019 with

much celebration!
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Faith Builders Happenings

Sunday, January 6

Faith Builders classes resume at

10:00 a.m.

Sunday, Junuary 13
Faith Builders as normal WITH
SLEDDING AT EDGEWQOD

(provided there's snow)

Fo”owing 11:00 a.m. worshfp, all
Faith Builders, accompanied by a
parent/s or grandparent/s, are in-
vited to gc’rher in Room 110,
across from the kitchen, for a |ig|’r}

lunch. Please SIGN-UP on the

Looking Ahead for Adult Christian Ed.- Renewal in

Two programs to mark on your

CQIendqu

e Beginning, Monday March 4 ot
6:30pm "Unshakeable Hope”
Bible Study authored by Max
Lucado will meet in the Confer-
ence Room facilitated by Vicki
Peterson.

In Unshakable Hope Max Lu-
cado offers encouraging, practi-
cal guidance for overcoming
difficult circumstances and gain-
ing inner peace, buifding re-
solve, and wafking into a better
future. We will examine twelve
of God'’s promises that Max has
turned to over the years to en-
courage himself and others.
Each chapfer explores one sig-
nificant promise and reveals

Faith Builders bulletin board by
the office so we know food quan-
tity needed. Fo"owing lunch, we
will head to Edgewood for some
sledding fun. Remember to bring

some cash for hot chocolate or a

treat in the Chalet.

Sunday, January 20
Faith Builders as normal

Sunduy, lanuary 27

Annual Meeting of the Congrega-
tion

9:30 a.m. Worship

how it will equip you to over-
come challenging circumstanc-
es, experience lasting security,
and make wise decisions.

What are you anchored to - the
circumstances of life or the
promises of God? For every
problem in life, God has given
you a promise. Join us as we
take a look at Scripture’s un-
breakable promises.

Register for Unshakeable Hope!

_____ Yes, sign me up for the
March 4-May 20 Unshakeable
Hope Bible Study.

_____ $15 fee enclosed. Checks

payable to Messiah Lutheran and
earmarked “Lucado Bible Study”
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10:30 a.m.
Pancake Feed
hosted by our
Youth - free
will offen’ngs
with proceeds
for summer
Youth trips.
***No Faith
Builders classes
so families can attend the Pancake

Feed!***

Sing-up by January 6th for the January
13th Sledding Party!

the Springl!

Women of Messiah: A Christ-
Centered Retreat

Mark

YOLII’ CGI-

endcrs {Or |
April 5 =
and 6 at
Maryvale
in Va”ey
City. Sis-
ters of Mary of the Presentation are
eager to welcome us to their lovely envi-
ronment! We will each have our own
room for Friday evening, and then share
Saturday breakfast, lunch, and after-
noon snack all for just $50.

Be watching for more details in the New
Year but reserve those dates on your

calendar NOW!










































